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A Short History of the Massachusetts ADRC

The Massachusetts ADRC was established in 1984 in response to a Request for 
Applications (‘RFA-84-AG-01’) from the National Institute on Aging to establish research 
centers of excellence devoted to Alzheimer’s disease (AD). The Massachusetts ADRC 
was one of five centers originally funded, and has remained in continual operation for the 
past 30 years. The broad goals of the Massachusetts ADRC have evolved since 1984, but 
remain constant in the mission to treat, cure, and if possible, prevent AD. At its inception, 
the Massachusetts ADRC was a multi-institutional consortium composed of Harvard-
affiliated units, including the Massachusetts General Hospital, the Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, the Beth Israel Hospital (now known as the Beth-Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center), McLean Hospital, the Harvard Division on Aging, and the Hebrew Rehabilitation 
Center for Aged (now known as the Hebrew SeniorLife); the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and the University of Massachusetts Medical Center at Worcester. A satellite 
diagnostic clinic was established between 1991 and 1997 at the Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center in Bennington, VT. Dr. John H. Growdon served as Program Director 
and Dr. David A. Drachman as Associate Program Director during the first 20 years; Drs 
Joseph B. Martin, M. Flint Beal, M. Marsel Mesulam, Dennis J. Selkoe, Suzanne Corkin, 
James F. Gusella, E. Tessa Hedley-Whyte, Charles A. Marotta, John W. Rowe, T. John 
Rosen and Ralph A. Nixon were all involved in the early years. Dr. Bradley T. Hyman 
became Associate Director in 2004, and Director in 2006.

During the past 30 years, we have created an environment that contributes to the 
ADRC’s success in meeting its goals of supporting research in neuroscience directed 
towards uncovering the etiology and pathogenic mechanisms of AD and related 
dementias, and catalyzing education, training, and information transfer related to AD 
and related dementias. We are proud of having trained fellows and junior faculty who 
have gone on to lead important AD-related programs throughout the United States and 
indeed, throughout the world. This is one of the reasons why we are especially delighted 
to be able to announce the John H. Growdon Fellowship at this 30th anniversary 
symposium, both to honor our founding director, and to look to the future of continuing to 
build on our strengths, and train the next generation of physicians and scientists who will 
contribute to the understanding and cure of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.

Looking to the future, we hope to contribute to understanding these devastating 
diseases, to learn more about their diagnoses and clinical manifestations, to move 
towards therapeutic interventions that impact the symptoms, and ultimately, to prevent 
their occurrences.

Bradley T. Hyman, MD PhD
Program Director



Opening Remarks 

8:45 am to 9:15 am Bradley T. Hyman, MD, PhD 
 Joseph B. Martin, MD, PhD 
 Creighton H. Phelps, PhD
Imaging 

Chairs: Clifford R. Jack, Jr., MD and Bruce R. Rosen, MD, PhD

9:15 to 9:40 am In vivo Imaging of Tau Deposition   
 Keith A. Johnson, MD

9:40 to 10:05 am Brain Networks and Neurodegeneration  
 Randy L. Buckner, PhD

10:05 to 10:30 am How Do Imaging Studies Inform On  
 Relationships Between AD and Other  
 Age-Associated Processes  
 That Lead to Cognitive Decline 
 Clifford R. Jack, Jr. MD

10:30 to 11:00 am  Coffee Break 

Genetics 

Chairs:  Peter St. George-Hyslop, MD, FRS, FRSC, FRCPC and  
Joseph B. Martin, MD, PhD

11:00 to 11:30 am Alzheimer’s Disease: From Genes to 
 Therapies in the Whole Genome Era
 Rudolph E. Tanzi, PhD 

11:30 to Noon  Functional Genetics of Alzheimer’s Disease              
 Peter St George-Hyslop, MD, FRS, FRSC, FRCPC

Noon to 1:30 pm Luncheon
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Therapeutics 

Chair: Dennis J. Selkoe, MD

1:30 to 1:55 pm  Immunotherapy for Neurodegenerative Diseases 
 Roger M. Nitsch, MD                                

1:55 to 2:20 pm Loss of Function of TREM2, a Common   
 Mechanism of Neurodegeneration                                                       
 Christian Haass, PhD 

2:20 to 2:45 pm Can We Detect and Treat Alzheimer’s  
 Disease a Decade Before Dementia?  
 Reisa A. Sperling, MD, MMSc

2:45 pm to 3:15pm  Coffee Break 

Future Directions in Alzheimer’s Research 

Chairs: Zaven S. Khachaturian, PhD and Anne B. Young, MD, PhD

3:15 to 3:40 pm  Understanding Human Brain Resilience to  
 Alzheimer’s Pathology 
 M. Teresa Gomez-Isla, MD, PhD

3:40 to 4:00 pm The Nose Knows:  
 Early Events in Alzheimer’s Disease 
 Mark W. Albers, MD, PhD

4:00 to 4:20 pm Apolipoprotein E, a Factor of Brain  
 Resilience and Susceptibility in Alzheimer’s 
 Eloise Hudry, PhD

4:20 to 4:40 pm Network Dysfunction in Dominantly  
 Inherited and Sporadic, Late Onset AD 
 Jasmeer Chhatwal, MD, PhD

4:40 to 5:00 pm APP and PSEN1 Mutations Induce ?-Amyloid  
 and Tau Pathologies in a 3D Human Neural Cell  
 Culture System: A Late-Stage Alzheimer’s  
 Disease Model in a Dish  
 Doo Yeon Kim, PhD

Concluding Remarks: Looking Ahead 

5:00 to 5:30 pm Bradley T. Hyman, MD, PhD 
 John H. Growdon, MD

5:30 pm Symposium Adjournment    
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The Massachusetts Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center’s 

30th Anniversary Symposium has received support from the 

following companies for this symposium:  

Lilly USA, LLC 
FORUM Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Novartis

We also want to thank the non-profit  

CURE Alzheimer’s Fund  
for its support of our  

30th anniversary celebrations. 



Remembering our 20th anniversary  
celebrations on June 4, 2004 ...



A look back at “RFA-84-AG-01” ...
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